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September 25, 1908 



It will be observed that cholera has again made its appearance in 
Shanghai. But one death, however, has been officially reported, and 
from what can be learned there is no apparent increase in the general 
mortality among the natives, nor in the number of diarrheal diseases. 
Hence it seems reasonabe to believe that there is but little of the dis- 
ease present as yet. This disease usually makes its appearance here 
during the latter part of July or early in August. 

According to the report received by this office from the consul at 
Fuchau, Doctor Gracey, plague is epidemic at that place, and the papers 
state that an epidemic of typhus fever is prevailing in the vicinity of 
Chengtu, Szechuen Province, in the interior. 



COLOMBIA. 

Report from Bocas del Toro, fruit port — Small pox situation improving. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Osterhout reports as follows: Week ended 
September 8, 1903. Present officially estimated population not obtain- 
able. No cases of smallpox during the week; no deaths; number of 
deaths from other causes, 2; prevailing diseases, malarial fevers and 
smallpox. No cases of the latter disease have occurred in the town, 
but I learn of cases in the villages in the adjacent lagoons. General 
sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country during the 
week, not good. Malarial fever seems to be widespread, but there 
are very few deaths from this cause. 

Bills of health were issued to the following-named vessels: 



Date. 



Name of vessel. 



Sept. 2 
2 

4 



Fort Morgan 
Barnstable . 

Harald 

Belvernon.. 



Number 
of crew. 



Number of Number o{ 

TomThif Passengers 

POTt >■> transit. 



Pieces of 



disin- 
fected. 



CUBA. 

Sanitary conditions — Hemoglobinuria fever at Daiquiri. 

Consul-General Steinhart at Habana reports as follows under date 
of September 10, 1903: 

In view of the fact that this consulate-general for the past week has 
been flooded with letters, from all parts of the United States, asking 
information as to the prevalence of "black fever," "plague," or "yel- 
low fever" in the island of Cuba, as published in the leading papers 
of New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Omaha, St. Paul, New Orleans, 
and San Francisco, etc., I have called upon the chief sanitary officer of 
the Republic of Cuba (who is also president of the superior board of 
health) for an official statement of facts to enable me to answer the 
inquiries made. 

HTATEMENT. 
[Fnelosure.] 

Habana, Cuba, September 9, 1903. 
F. Steinhart, 

Consul-General of the United States of America, Habana. 
Dear Sir: In compliance with your request I can assure you that there is not the 
slightest foundation for the stories that have been published in the newspaper clip- 
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pings which you have sent me. I feel confident that during the last eighteen months, 
at least, there has not been a single case of yellow fever on the island excepting those 
which have been from time to time imported from foreign ports, the disease having 
never been allowed to spread. Cuba continues perfectly free not only from yellow 
fever but from every other quarantinable disease as well, malaria not coming under 
that denomination. 

Daiquiri, where the terrible and unknown disease is supposed to have existed, is 
known to be a malarious district in which black-water fever occurs more frequently 
than in other localities. Among a population of 2,000, mostly composed of nonim- 
mune Spaniards, there have been 6 deaths from that fever since January — 1 in Febru- 
ary, 1 in April, 3 in July, 1 in August — the total number of cases during that period 
having been 38, with 6 deaths. 

Doctor Guiteras's last telegrams received yesterday are as follows: 

September 7. "There is no yellow fever nor epidemic disease of any kind in 
Santiago nor in Daiquiri. In Daiquiri there are severe forms of malaria." 

September8. " I have visited the hospital and the village of Daiquiri. There is 
no case of hemoglobinuric fever at present. There have been altogether 38 cases 
since February, with 6 deaths. There are 1,300 miners, 0.90 per cent of whom are 
Spaniards. This district is very malarial. There has been no reason to suspect yel- 
low fever. The manager of the mines, having observed that the mortality was 
greater than in previous years, consulted the New York board of directors, and the 
latter consulted the medical schools; through these the American press got their 
information. The mortality at Santiago is low. At the Civil Hospital there is no 
case of hemoglobinuric fever." 

Hoping that with this information the fears of the American public will be allayed 
as to the sanitary conditions of the island, I am, dear sir, 
Yours, very respectfully, 

Carlos T. Finlay, 
Ch ief Sanitary Officer, President of the Superior Board of Health. 

CUBA. 

Report* from Cienfuegos — Inspection of vessels — Mortality statistics — 
Sanitary conditions good. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon McMahon reports, September 11 and 15, 
as follows: 

Week ended September 5, 1903. Four bills of health issued to ves- 
sels going to ports in the United States. All in good sanitary condi- 
tion and no sickness. 

No contagious or infectious disease has arrived at this port during 
this week. No quarantinable disease has been reported in the city. 
The sanitary condition of the city remains fairly good. 

1 have been unable to obtain the mortuary report for the city for 
this week, but will forward it as soon as it is received. 

Week ended September 12, 1903. One bill of health issued to a 
vessel going to the United States. The vessel was in good sanitary 
condition and no sickness on board. 

No vessels have entered this port during this week from infected 
ports. 

Mortuary report, week ended September 5, 1903. 

Enteritis, 1; gastro-colitis, 1; gastro-enteritis, 1; paludism, 1; teta- 
nus, infantile, 1; other causes, 7; total, 12. 



